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The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Associated Chambers
of Commerce at Calcutta.    Viceroy's Address

Sir Campbell Rhodes, Your Excellency and Gentlemen: It
is my good fortune to begin my part in the proceedings by
taking the opportunity of congratulating Sir Campbell Rhodes
upon the honour His Majesty has graciously conferred upon him
in recognition of the public spirit he has manifested and the
public services he has rendered to India.

As you so well pointed out, the problems that come before
your Association for consideration must include some of the
most momentous to the prosperity of India. I and my Govern-
ment are fully conscious of the weight that should be attributed
to the views of those engaged in business in relation to all matters
affecting commerce and industry, and you may rest assured
that we shall always give careful consideration to representations
which this important Association may make, composed as it is,
of representatives from all parts of India and expressing the
opinions, not merely of one Chamber but of the Associated
Chambers. You, Sir Campbell, are presiding over the delibera-
tions of your delegates. I am here to open the proceedings,
The subjects mentioned by you for discussion are mainly problems
coming before the Central Legislature during the next few weeks.
Those referred to by you are of the greatest importance to the
future of India, and demand the careful consideration not only
of myself and my Government, but also of all individual members
of the Legislature, as well as all those who are occupied in bringing
thought and intelligence to bear upon these complex problems.

You, Sir Campbell, have referred humorously, and evidently
with enjoyment, to the fate in store for your two former colleagues
on the Fiscal Commission. I observed them both when you
made your references, and I was interested to see how the
pleasure depicted in your countenance was omitted from those
of your two distinguished colleagues, but I found myself envious
of you when I listened to you. The free and detached position
you occupy at this moment enabled you to make such remarks
as you thought fit, remembering that you were President and that
you are able to sit quietly here and watch your two former
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